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Director's Forum

Date: October 18, 2010

Time: 12 pm

Location:  Rm 260, Irving K. Barber

In attendance:

An informal attendance count was made. Out of 44 attendees, 15 were MAS students. 
______________________________________________________________

The Director’s Forum is a regularly scheduled event, held once per term, that provides an opportunity for the 
Director to meet with SLAIS students in all programs. The questions below were directed to the Director, Dr. 
Caroline Haythornthwaite.

Do you have a vision for SLAIS? 

• Library Science has always had a hard time being visible.
• Library Science needs to be more visible to bring their accomplishments and needs to attention.
• As a school, we want to anticipate the aspects of information, use and computing that are required of 

graduates.

Is your experience with e-learning as it pertains to coursework inform where you want to go?

• In the long term, when you can't reach people who want to come to where you are, it is very important 
to consider people who can't come to campus. 

• Bringing computing and e-learning tools into the provision of face-to-face classes and into the 
repertoire is a possibility. 

• As you go out and become professionals, you're going to be doing things online, so it's important to 
learn how to be a part of an online team or community while at school.  

I'm concerned that the archivalprogram will be neglected because it's less “glamorous” than library and 
information studies. What is going on with searching for MAS faculty? We're experiencing gaps in the 
curriculum. 

• Just received approval to search for a new faculty member of any rank.
• It's great to look for higher-ranked instructors, but it's not a bad thing to look for young or lower-ranked 

faculty who can bring new ideas to the school.
• If we only teach practice, we only teach older ways of doing things. 
• Archives are not less glamorous; most of the jobs out there are archives-related and archives are 
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becoming a part of the leading research.

Has the criteria for the selection of the new MAS faculty members been set?

• There are many different ways to look for new people.
• e.g. you can look for someone who teaches x or you can look for someone who is great at other things 

related to x.
• The search isn't for anything specific. 
• People bring many qualities to a job. 
• You make the advertisement to encourage the best to apply. 

There are students who are interested in practical programming skills. Is there any interest from you in bringing 
that into the school or bringing opportunities and avenues for those that are interested?

• Problem: Either teach programming in the master's degree or go to a community college to take it. 
• Nowadays, it's easier to just talk to a programmer, but you still want to understand the language 

programmers use.
• How do we integrate programming into the curriculum? Do we want theoretical or practical teaching 

on programming?
• Unless we have somebody to teach a programming course, we're not likely to put programming into 

the curriculum.
• If there is a critical mass of people who want a programming course, please bring it to the attention of 

the Director herself or to your student reps. 

I would like to see more consultation with SLAIS students in general. I wanted to see every cohort have time to 
sit down with their Director. Do you think there could be more direct faculty-student interaction? Even though 
the Director's forum happens on a regular basis, we want to have a more informal discussion.

• We have tried to not have this separation between the MLIS and the MAS and having separate 
discussions would separate the student cohorts.

• It would not be desirable to encourage more separation.
• We have student reps on a number of committees and since we have not heard from those people, we 

assume that there are no issues.
• The point of having a student on a committee is not to be there for one program or another, the point 

is to represent a student view.
• Utilize your student reps if you have concerns. 

I think there is a lack of communication to the students. I never knew these committees existed. 

• A lot of retirements has caused lots of knowledge to be lost
• Should be more communication between Director and LASSA so that LASSA can better communicate to 

students. 
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There has been a breakdown between communication not only from faculty, but from students. The last 
minutes on the LASSA site are from September 2009. There is also a 'communication overload'. I get so many 
emails about committees, listservs, meetings, etc. Is there any desire for people to consolidate their 
information? Maybe we can get an rss feed or we can consolidate all the information on one website. 
Some e-mails are just not applicable to certain cohorts. 

• We're trying to coordinate the talks that are happening.
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